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T032 CA0006700 College of the Redwoods WWTF Tentative Draft

ents: CA0006700_College of the Redwoods_ WWTF_Tentative Draft_{8-31-15}).docm; CA0006700_College of the
Redwoods_WWTF_Ammonia RPA 1989 Saltwater_(8-31-15).xIsx; CAO006700_College of the
Redwoods_WWTF_Chlorine Limits_({8-31-15}.xIsx; CAO006700_College of the Redwoods_ WWTF_Nitrate Limits_(8-
31-15).xlsx; CAO006700_College of the Redwoods_ WWTF_Ammonia RPA 1999 Freshwater_{8-31-15).xlsx

Attached please find the Tentative Draft for the College of the Redwoods, Wastewater Treatment Facility (NPDES No.
CA0006700). We have included a few notes throughout the draft for your consideration. Additionally, please note the

followin

g as you review the draft:

As we discussed Friday, the draft discontinues mass limits for BOD and TSS, establishes limits for chlorine
residual based on EPA’s National Ambient Water Quality Criteria for saltwater, establishes nitrate limits based
on the Primary MCL, and retains the effluent monitoring frequencies for parameters with effluent limits. | have
attached the limit calculations for chlorine and nitrate, as these were not included with the transmittal of the
RPA.

As directed, the draft does not apply the 2013 freshwater criteria for ammonia, but requires a special study to
determine the presence of mussels in the receiving water. The draft applies the 1989 saltwater criteria and 1999
ammonia criteria, and limits are based on the most stringent criteria (i.e., saltwater criteria). | have attached the
limit calculations for the 1989 saltwater criteria and 1999 freshwater criteria, as these were not included with
the transmittal of the RPA.

The existing permit includes an effluent limitation of 7.0 to 8.5 for pH. Table 3-1 of the Basin Plan includes water
quality objectives for Humboldt Bay specifying an instantaneous maximum of 8.5 and Footnote 7 specifies that
the pH shall not be depressed below natural background levels. It appears that the minimum limitation of 7.0
was an erroneous reference to the footnote. To be consistent with the Bodega Farms permit and recent draft for
the City of Eureka, we revised the instantaneous minimum limit from 7.0 to 6.0 (based on the Secondary
Treatment Standards).

If you have any questions regarding the draft, please let me or Brittany know.
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